
 

 

  

Minutes of ASPRA Zoom meeting held on 

Monday 21 June 2021 at 7.30pm  

 

1. Apologies 

Sue Bennett, Shashi, Steve White and Mary Alexander 

2. Minutes of 10 February 2021 meeting and matters arising 

Agreed  

3. Councillors’ update  

Jeet advised that the development at the rear of 30 Northampton Road had stopped after the foundations 

were laid and building cannot continue until certain matters have been agreed/resolved.  Dave advised that 

Simon’s agent is using No30 as his business address and registered a new company there, the residents are 
looking into this including taking it up with our MP, Sarah Jones.  The cement of the foundations goes right 

up to the lime tree which is believed to be against what is allowed under the tree’s preservation order (TPO).  

Comment was also made on the hard pruning back of the tree but Jeet thinks this is allowed. 

Our streets are not very clean and Steve Iles at the council is aware of this.  Fly tipping keeps happening so 

please use the Croydon Council app to report any that you see.  Dave asked what can be done about 
overflowing rubbish bins at a property near him in Bingham Road.  The “other” Dave explained he had a 

similar problem with his neighbours in Northampton Road and had found out the council will not provide the 

extra-large bins unless the property has at least five flats. 

Jeet is aware that some people would like to see local traffic management (LTM) like they have in Dalmally 
Road, originally planters and then a camera, in the ASPRA area and he is looking into the process for this.  

There seems to be large differences in the prices of camera quoted for the traffic issues in the HOME area 
and those for Dalmally Road.  Jeet is looking into.  Jeet and Maddie agree that any resolution for the HOME 

issues should not impact on the ASPRA area and they would like a wider review to be carried out. 

Colin is writing an article about TPOs for the next magazine and had discovered that 275 Addiscombe Road 
has 47 trees with TPOs.  There seems to be fewer now, and he wishes to know whether there is any 

“punishment” for doing this.  The committee had a brief discussion after the meeting and are not sure that 47 

is the correct number; they are looking into this. 

Maddie said that since Covid, people are a lot more community-minded.  Dave mentioned that ASPRA 
membership is continuing to grow and has 92 new members so far this year.  Maddie had held a meeting to 

discuss community events with the outcome being to have a Jumble Trail in the middle of the summer, a 

picnic in Ashburton Park late summer and a winter carnival, all Covid dependant.  

Phil asked what is happening to our bus shelters and was advised they are being replaced with more 

sustainable ones by late summer.  The old bus shelters will be recycled.  Nicola had noted from Facebook that 
the replacements are not due until the autumn which is a massive gap between the old and the new.  Maddie 

is looking into shortening the gap.  Jenny C asked if all the shelters will display bus times; Maddie asked her 

to send an email to her and she would find out. 



 

 

Jenny C had attempted to complete the survey about the closing of children’s centres but found the wording 
of the questions excluded her from taking part.  Maddie agreed it was not inclusive, and was also long-

winded.  She said this had been done prior to her taking on the role of Deputy Cabinet Member for Children 
Young People and Learning.  She thanked Jenny for her efforts and said she would take Jenny’s views into 

account.   

Sarah asked about how decisions are made about where electric car charging points are set up as there 
appeared to have been no consultation for the Elmgrove Road ones and Maddie will check on this.  Maddie 

has been receiving emails about the proposed electric charging points to go in Elmgrove Road as the road is 

too small to sustain that number of charging points. 

There followed a discussion about the charging points along the shops, which of these ones work and how 

these bays are marked. Maddie is to meet with George and visit the bays to check them out. 

Jeet advised that the plan to convert 4 Cheyne Walk into five flats was rejected but the plan for four flats has 

been approved by the Planning Inspectorate (based in Bristol) after an appeal.  The house has been put back 

on the market with planning permission. 

The last Jeet had heard on 275 Addiscombe Road was planning permission to demolish had been approved 

but the developer has no money for the development at the moment. 

Maddie has spoken with the cabinet member about the lack of grass cutting in the area.  Phil said it may be 
OK in some spaces but for a recreation ground it needed regular cutting to enable games etc to go ahead and 

at the moment it is disgraceful.  He said the website infers – “don’t complain we won’t do anything”. 

Discussion returned to the planters at Dalmally Road and whilst residents liked it the carers etc. found access 
difficult. It is to encourage commuters to stay on the main roads and should not impact the ASPRA area.  

Residents will have three free parking permits. Dave asked if the cost of the camera was paid for out of fines 
or whether the money could go towards grass cutting. Dave mentioned the poor signage at Parsons Lane had 

resulted in lots of refunds of fines.  Maddie said that signage had now improved. 

Jeet was asked for an update on the café in Addiscombe Recreation Ground he had mentioned at a previous 

meeting. He said it was an enquiry about a possible grant, which was unlikely, and he had not heard anything 

for several months.      

4. ASPRA Vacancies  

• Projects 

• Planning 

• Social  

• Road Rep for Ashurst Walk 

• Road Rep for Compton Road 

Shashi and Shirley were thanked for their efforts and contributions over the years to support ASPRA 

and its members. 

Dave has sent an email to members in Ashurst Walk asking for a volunteer. 

Shashi may have a possible replacement. 

5. Magazine Editor’s update 

Report available on the ASPRA website. 

The magazines are all out, the remainder only being collected last weekend, due to communication 
difficulties.  We are now planning to go to print with our summer edition at the end of July, for delivery in 

August, going to members only. 

 



 

 

6. Ad Manager’s update 

Report available on the ASPRA website. 
 

As things are now opening up we have had half a dozen people contact us recently about advertising.  It’s 
very unusual.  We need to be careful about taking too many ads as we must maintain a reasonable ratio of 

editorial and advertising.  We have been asked to give free space to Croydon Council’s fostering programme.  
Our revenue is beginning to pick up. 

 

7. Website update 

Report available on the ASPRA website. 
 

The website is ticking over and Dave’s emails are used to update the website.  We now have a dedicated 

Doug page and also his cartoons are scattered throughout the website.  There is a page for the litter picking.  
Changes to the site mean we should be able to report on usage numbers.  Maddie asked that her and Jeet’s 

surgeries are put up on the website and this was agreed. Maddie asked that she be sent an email about 
Doug’s cartoons as Croydon Library are preserving Covid-related items to put in exhibitions.  Maddie advised 

there is to be a big exhibition at the library soon which will include paperchains made by children.  Colin 

continues to receive cartoons from Doug.  

 

8. Social Media update 

Report available on the ASPRA website. 

 
Nicola has been passing on advertisers’ details as we do not put adverts on Facebook.  We have 12 more 

followers since her report making 1208 followers, and it is very rare that we lose a follower which is good.  It 
is a busy site with an average of 12 posts a week.  She follows lots of other local pages and there are plenty 

following ours which again is good. Liking and sharing helps to increase the reach and opens ASPRA to a 

much wider area. The posts that include visuals are good.  Both individuals and groups are interacting with 
ASPRA via Facebook, and Nicola is dealing with plenty of messages via the page. 

 
Following a question on a local Facebook group, Nicola is gathering information about defibrillators in our 

area. A local paramedic commented on the post and so Nicola has asked for advice on whether existing 
defibrillators in shops and venues in Addiscombe would be accessible to the public. For any that are, opening 

hours and other information on access will be gathered and shared with other local groups, councillors, on 

our website, on our Facebook page, in our magazine and on our noticeboard. Nicola is also looking into the 
pros and cons of organising a Public Access Defibrillator (which has to be externally situated, needs an 

electricity supply and has to be left unlocked, which could make it vulnerable to vandalism). 

Subsequent to the meeting, Nicola (Social Media) has contacted a large majority of businesses and 
organisations in the area, identifying where defibrillators currently are, with access times.  She has produced 

a list and a map which has been published, shared on social media and website, arranged for display on the 
Addiscombe Noticeboard and will be in the Addiscombe Magazine.  All within 10 days of the meeting. Well 

done Nicola!   

ASPRA is aware that medical contacts have indicated that CPR training within the community is vital to 

improve survival chances with or without a defibrillator: while a device is being fetched, someone would 
always need to stay with the patient and (ideally) be performing CPR.  Nicola is also looking into options for 

offering ASPRA supported CPR training session(s) for residents which would also include the use of a 

defibrillator. 

The list and the map are at the end of these minutes, on a separate page for your convenience. 

 

 

 



 

 

9. Treasurer’s report 

Report available on the ASPRA website. 
 

Not much to add to the report provided.  Good news is that we are in a good position for funding our 
projects, helped by the good level of donations received. Claire confirmed that the new arrangement of our  

four Barclays accounts that she had inherited made complete sense to her (see report).  Nicola said she found 

it really helpful and easy to understand. 

10. Projects update 

Report available on the ASPRA website.  

 
ASPRA have submitted an application for Co-op funding towards the costs of three years of Christmas lights 

and hanging baskets.  It was fun doing this with character-limited boxes to complete and Nicola and Gill 

working remotely from each other.  We should hear in October if we have been successful and will advise 
members of the outcome.  If successful, and if ASPRA members join the Co-op scheme and select the ASPRA 

cause, then every time they buy selected Co-op branded products and services, 2p for every pound spent 

goes to the member and Co-op give the same to support community organisations and local causes. 

This summer’s hanging baskets are up and paid for. 

This year Coilin will be buying 40 lamppost poppies to replace those that have aged/got damaged.  One 

poppy is to be put on each lamppost facing the oncoming traffic as this is much easier to do, now that there 

are hanging basket brackets etc. to work round. 

Jeet advised the ward budgets for this year have been reduced from £8000 to £2000 and to put in any 

requests. Colin asked when the year started and ended and Richard confirmed it is from now April to March.  
Colin thought it would be good to get requests in early in the year.  Gill reminded us that she has already 

submitted a request to Maddie and Jeet for funding for the ASPRA projects. 

11. Membership and Postmaster update 

Report available on the ASPRA website. 

 
The next email to go out is about the planning application for 60 Northampton Road and recently there has 

been one about the Croydon libraries phase two of the consultation.  Co-ordinating with social (Nicola) and 

web (Annie) works well to ensure timely/appropriate information goes out.  

Dave is continuously being buried in memberships which is really good.  He focuses on the details of the 

members to ensure contact details are up to date, whilst Claire focuses on the money.  He currently has 
around another 60 to process. Not only are we gaining more members but also doing well with project 

donations. Colin mentioned how anxious he had been a few years ago to put up the subs but the project 

donations more than make up for any increase in subs.  Dave said we should be proud to be keeping the 
membership fee down at £4 and we have no need to panic if there is a not such a good year in the future.  

People now seem generally more aware that it is ASPRA, and not the council arranging and funding projects.  
Jeet said that the ASPRA magazines arriving through doors in lockdown gave people a sense of community.  

Colin felt we are more visible than we were. 

About six weeks ago Jenny had noticed that our noticeboard had faded and out-of-date information/notices 
on it.  She and Sheila removed all the out-of-date notices and it now looks a bit bare.  Sheila has sent out 

emails to those who had information on the board, but has only received a couple of replies.  As lots of 

activities are starting up again we should have plenty to put on the noticeboard.  Nicola will put out a request 
on Facebook advising it is for community not business and will work with Jenny and Sheila to confirm 

acceptable notices.  

12. Jumble Trail update  

ASPRA are aware of the successful Jumble Trails held in the Shirley area and Nicola will try to find the contact 
for the organiser and some detail on the very good interactive map they used.  Since the meeting Nicola has 

done this and passed the information to Maddie.  



 

 

13. Addiscombe Recreation Ground Gardening Group update 

It’s good to be able to run the sessions this year. Thank you to John and Sheila who are our stalwarts and 

have been removing the gardening rubbish we produce, as the council are no longer doing this. 

Lyn will follow up on the cherry trees later in the year. 

Discussion was had on arranging a picnic in the park next year which raised the issue of lack of toilet 

facilities.  We plan to start small and see the appetite/enthusiasm for something like this.  

14. Chairman update 

Not available  

15. AOB 

Dave received a nice email from a family moving away thanking ASPRA for all they had done. 

St Mildred’s are planning to build and establish a community garden project in their grounds and ASPRA wish 

to support this project.  We agreed a donation to the value of £300.  Colin has advised St Mildreds (Leander) 
who were very excited and appreciative of our offer.  We would like our donation to go to a specific aspect, 

so we will see if they have a wish list and specify something from that.  There will be an article in the next 

magazine about this project. Dave also suggested an ASPRA plaque to put on our donation. 

Annie has suggested ASPRA set up a stall at the Addiscombe shops and this is planned for 4 September.  We 

should engage with other local residents’ associations about this event.  The idea is to find out what people 

want from the area and how ASPRA can work to achieve this.  It will also highlight ASPRA’s presence and all 
we do for the community.  Colin will arrange for an extra 100 magazines to be printed to have available for 

this event.  Steve will provide a board and a table. 

Annie has had a meeting with Jenny and Sheila about setting up litter picking events.  Annie is now a Croydon 
Street Champion, part of a network of residents who have volunteered to improve the environment in their 

local area.  She wished to include celebrating those already keeping our streets clean as well as the website 
detailing events.  They are happy for anyone to get involved.  Annie is writing a piece for the next magazine.  

Jenny C asked the councillors what can be done about the dumping of takeaway packaging at Addiscombe 

shops as it is clear where the rubbish comes from.  Claire said that similar happens in Shirley Road at 
lunchtime. Jeet will speak with the council.  He said confrontation does not work.  He also volunteered to help 

with the litter pick.  Jenny T mentioned about getting litter pickers and Jeet advised these should be available 
from the council together with bags for the rubbish.  Richard had recently purchased some very reasonably 

priced litter pickers and would look out the details and email them to Dave.  As litter breeds litter it is hoped 

that takeaways will take part in these events.  Lyn advised she had taken part in a litter pick at the tram stop 
a couple of years ago. It was very successful with about 20 people taking part; the only issue was that TFL 

owned the land and were they technically trespassing?  Annie hadn’t thought about that but said they will be 
starting with the streets and keeping it low key.  It was suggested to talk to the takeaways and Richard said 

that some food outlet contracts include the requirement to go and collect rubbish from nearby, but it is more 
difficult to arrange if not already set up.  Richard advised that, for TFL it’s practical to obtain permission for a 

six-week period which will allow for any delays due to weather. Phil asked if the council could fine the owners 

but was told that once it is not on their premises they are not responsible for their customers’ actions. 
Customers can be reminded about litter but not via a leaflet as they may drop the note creating more 

rubbish.  We are aiming to make the area cleaner and safer.  

Ten days ago “Next door” advised that TFL had starting cutting back foliage but as it is breeding season they 

stopped as it could be harmful to wildlife. 

Jenny C thanked all the committee members for making all these things happen especially with the situation 

of the last eighteen months. 

 

 

 



 

 

Dates of next meetings all at St Mildred’s: 
   

• Wednesday 8 September 2021 ASPRA Meeting in the Small Hall 

• Thursday 10 February 2022 ASPRA Meeting in the Small Hall 

• Tuesday 26 April 2022 ASPRA AGM in the Pavilion 

 

 

 


