
 

 

 
 
 

Minutes of ASPRA meeting held on Monday 26 September 2022  
at 8pm in the Pavilion, St Mildred’s 

 
1. Apologies and introductions 
Apologies were received from Gill and Dave, Sheila and John, Bob and Avril, Jenny C, Lyn, Cllr Sue; and 
retrospectively from Hilary, Cllr Jeet. 
 
Steve announced that Mary had stepped down as vice chair and (re)introduced Colin, who has been co-
opted to that role until the next AGM. Deborah had volunteered to lead on community events for ASPRA 
(the role formerly described as ‘social’). 
 
2. Minutes of 20 June 2022 meeting and matters arising 
The minutes were taken as read. 
 
3. ASPRA vacancies 

 Secretary 

 Magazine Editor 

 Advertisement Manager 

 Planning 
 
Gill had decided to step down as secretary from the next AGM (while permanently taking on the projects 
role that she has been covering); if anyone would like to step up to cover the secretary role in the 
meantime, Gill would be happy to hand over. 
 
There were no volunteers at the meeting for any of the current vacancies, although there was again 
extensive discussion of the magazine and advertising roles. 
 
Deborah asked whether the roles were being advertised via ASPRA’s social media, and some agreement 
that digital communication alongside the more traditional routes could bring in more people. Nicola had 
asked for a résumé of the editor and advertising roles (the range of tasks, time commitment etc.) since 
otherwise people might think either role would be overwhelming. David suggested reaching out more, e.g. 
by paying for Facebook ads; these can be targeted to groups of people including by location but it might 
still be difficult to keep this focused within ASPRA’s specific area.  
 
4. Magazine update 
Gill had provided a report (which is on the website) on behalf of the small working party of ASPRA 
members who will be producing the next magazine. Anyone who has articles, adverts, news, events or any 
other content they wish to place in the next magazine should email editor@aspra.uk; the magazine will be 
published towards the end of November so content was needed before the end of October. It was 
suggested that there could be a call put out on social media to encourage people to contribute. 
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Colin had spoken to Dave at length about how he and Phil put the magazine together, including the ways in 
which TD Print helped with layout. Phil and Colin would both still be contributing content to the magazine 
when they could. TD Print’s costs had inevitably gone up in the past year and would almost certainly need 
to continue to increase. 
 
5. Adverts update 
Colin had provided a final report (on the website), mostly to say thanks and goodbye. Steve commented – 
as an advertiser as well as chair – that he considers the advertising rates to be very good value. Colin 
reiterated that the rates had been increased for the first time in four years with the latest  (Summer) issue. 
 
6. Website update 
Annie reported getting around 20 visitors to the site per day, even though it is quite static. The most 
visitors recently had been looking at information on meetings, the noticeboard, and litterpicking. She 
invited people to send her (webmaster@aspra.uk) information that needs to go on the website. Colin 
offered more of Doug’s cartoons for the ‘Cartoonist in residence’ page; Annie added that some of them 
might work well on social media, and Nicola had put some on Facebook before. 
 
Maddie asked whether there is a link between the website and the Facebook page, so that new posts on 
Facebook appear automatically on the website (which is also good for the results for both in search 
engines). Nicola will explore which widgets might work best for this, and Annie will check whether 
WordPress will support this for the website.  
 
7. Social media update 
Nicola’s report was on the website, including a list of nearly 40 topics about which she’d posted recently. 
These range from local events and activities, advice and information, and news of more general interest 
from Addiscombe and central Croydon; some were items that Nicola had spotted herself, including posts 
on other Facebook sites, and some things that people had asked her to share. Some direct messages are 
received via Facebook which Nicola either replies to where she can or shares with the rest of the 
committee for follow-up (e.g. a recent enquiry about fibre broadband).  
 
One of the most interactive posts recently was seeking feedback about the local area to pass on to Cllr 
Scott Roche (Croydon’s cabinet member for Streets and Environment), as trailed at the previous meeting, 
which Nicola had drawn together with other sources of feedback. Steve had met Cllr Roche and ASPRA is 
keen to hear back; Cllr Roche had been invited to this meeting but the date needed to be changed.  
 
8. Treasurer’s report 
Claire’s report was on the website. She summarised recent income and expenditure, and further spending 
needed in the near future and longer term. Changes in the magazine and adverts, and a lot of rising costs, 
makes the future a little uncertain, but for the moment ASPRA’s usual activities should still be affordable. 
 
Deborah asked about seeking donations from local businesses for the festive lights; she and Colin will 
discuss fundraising and targets separately. Deborah will seek to get into larger businesses’ ad budgets for 
next year by stressing the value of what we do for their local branches.  
 
Jenny T asked how road reps can pay in cheques, and the location of the nearest Barclays; Sarah added 
that the West Wickham branch can have long queues. Dave can scan cheques for deposit if road reps 
return them to him, as can Claire as back-up. 
 
Steve asked about how ASPRA can access the council’s community fund to support our projects, since we 
are a community organisation. Cllr Maddie could look into this if we email formally; Steve said he would 
ask Gill or Claire to contact her (maddie.henson@croydon.gov.uk), Cllr Jeet (jeet.bains@croydon.gov.uk) 
and also Cllr Roche. Maddie added that Jeet had previously mentioned that Croydon will be the London 
borough of culture in 2023, which could provide other opportunities.  
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9. Events update 
Steve invited Deborah to talk about events. There was enthusiasm for a potential afternoon road reps get-
together (with tea and cakes) to talk about interacting with other members and getting more new people 
involved. Deborah also mentioned the possible cherry blossom viewing next year, and wondered about a 
Big Lunch event in the recreation ground; Nicola commented that there were no toilets, and that costs 
could be very high for portaloos (and vehicle access) as well as use of the space. Maddie suggested that St 
Mildred’s green space, with their facilities, would be a better venue for a Big Lunch. 
 
10. Projects update 
Gill’s report was on the website, which included the prospect of a switch-on event for the festive lights in 
future years. This could link in with mulled wine and other local (indoor) events. Maddie suggested asking 
Nish Kumar (as an Addiscombe-born celebrity with enduring Croydon connections) to flick the switch! 
 
The poppies are usually put up in the high street (by Steve and Colin) 1½-2 weeks before 11 November; this 
year it would probably be on Sunday 30 October. The general view was that there should also be poppies 
on Shirley Road this year; Steve has got enough spares to cover this. Deborah asked whether the ASPRA 
poppies were connected to the Royal British Legion charity, and Colin explained that we buy the poppies 
from RBL. Maddie added that there is a local RBL rep who hosts a stall selling individual poppies for the 
annual appeal. Jenny T mentioned that the RBL Central Band are holding a concert at St Mildred’s on 
Saturday 22 October. 
 
11. Membership and postmaster update 
Dave’s reports were on the website, indicating a drop in membership numbers so far this year although still 
very generous donations alongside subscriptions.  
 
Steve mentioned the former Sunday dustcart collections for ASPRA members, and Sarah elaborated the 
work involved in this (and skips) but agreed they were very popular and effective at securing extra subs. 
Some discussion of other previous ASPRA activities, including Christmas social events, led to the suggestion 
that Sarah should contribute an ‘ASPRA memories’ article for the magazine; covering ASPRA’s history as 
well as contemporary activities could help to engage more of the local community. 
 
12. Jumble Trail update 
Colin mentioned the mini Jumble Trail that Ffion organised to raise funds for a Guides’ trip to Edinburgh 
and St Christopher’s Hospice (there are photos for the next magazine). Deborah had attended and was 
impressed by the Facebook map showing the main feature of each stall. There had been a definite appetite 
for more Jumble Trails. Deborah is happy to oversee the organisation of an ASPRA Jumble Trail but would 
need help with administration and a map etc.; she is going to Zoom with Ffion for feedback and advice. 
 
13. Addiscombe Recreation Ground update 
Lyn’s report was on the website. Steve is still looking into buying an Acer as the Jubilee tree; Nicola 
suggested making an event of planting it. If the coronation next year coincides with the date of this year’s 
Jubilee that could be ideal, and Steve is also checking a good time of year for planting. 
 
The cherry trees are still doing well. It was concluded that there isn’t a problem with plants being stolen 
from the recreation ground. 
 
14. Litterpicking update 
Annie reported that the litter group has been meeting once a month since April, with 8-10 people every 
month. Meeting at Bingham Corner, the group often covers Lower Addiscombe Road and Blackhorse Lane, 
the recreation ground, Bingham Road and any side streets people have spotted with lots of litter. Jenny T 
gives a health and safety briefing at the beginning of each session, which helps people to be aware of the 
risks; it also helps that people are willing to wear the hi-vis waistcoats. 
 



 

 

The monthly sessions have paused until spring, now that the nights are drawing in, but there is a WhatsApp 
group to organise a few ad hoc picks over the autumn and winter, including at weekends. Jenny added that 
there is a community feeling within the group; at least one person came along to join in after seeing the 
litterpicking in action in a previous month, and people do tend to thank the volunteers they see. 
 
Steve reiterated that Tracey Bellamy at Croydon council co-ordinates support for local litterpicking efforts 
if people want to get involved in their own local streets. Nicola and Annie mentioned the LoveCleanStreets 
app for reporting fly-tipping and other local issues to the council. 
 
15. Councillor’s report 
Cllr Maddie had asked for expressions of interest in helping to plan another Addiscombe winter carnival, 
which had previously run for two years (before Covid) in Ashburton Hall and the park. It would need 
another two or three people as part of the steering group, plus a lot of volunteers on the day. The carnival 
had been successful before but the budget was more difficult now there were no councillors’ community 
budgets. St Mildred’s winter fair was on 10 December so a carnival would be on the 17th. 
 
Annie said that it was a nice event to have, especially because it gets people to see and use the Hall and 
involves people across neighbourhoods who use the park. Sarah suggested that the cohort of residents 
with children would be more engaged, and Jenny said that the winter fair at St Mildred’s also worked very 
well. Maddie confirmed that there is now parking access at Ashburton Park. 
 
Cllr Maddie reported on a cost of living crisis meeting held at St Mildred’s; the group is trying to put 
together a list of all the relevant voluntary organisations locally. They are expanding the community 
kitchen idea to include voluntary work opportunities. 17-23 October is London Challenge Poverty week and 
there will be some sort of event on the Monday associated with the cost of living crisis; Nicola asked 
Maddie for a link to the event page. 
 
She will also be hosting some pop-up surgeries (perhaps with Sarah Jones MP) in venues that have lounges, 
in ASPRA and other local residents’ association areas. 
 
Annie asked about replacing the broken basketball backboards in the park; it wasn’t clear what the funding 
route might be for this, but a formal request to the councillors would enable it to be considered. 
 
16. Chair’s update 
Steve said that everything had been covered in the earlier discussions. 
 
17. Vice chair’s update 
Colin gave some short updates on several of the local properties with or seeking planning permission that 
Cllr Jeet had described at the previous meeting: 275 Addiscombe Road, the back of 30 Northampton Road 
on Carlyle Road, and 2-4 Cheyne Walk. 
 
18. AOB 
Sarah asked for the next members’ meeting to include a section at the beginning for road reps and other 
attendees to contribute, given that the meeting had run out of time before she had had the opportunity to 
raise several issues. Steve agreed that this should be item 3 for future meetings. Jenny T proposed that 
there should be a five-minute time limit on discussion of committee and other regular reports. 
 
Dates of next meetings, all at St Mildred’s (Pavilion): 

 Tuesday 7 March 2023: ASPRA AGM  

 Monday 5 June 2023: ASPRA meeting  

 Monday 18 September 2023: ASPRA meeting  

 Tuesday 28 November 2023: ASPRA meeting  
 


